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Response to Amendment 

1. Claim 1 has been cancelled. Claims 2,5,6,7,8,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17,18, and 19 
have been amended. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2-19 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2,3, 5,6,7,8,9,10,1 1,12,13,17,18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Abecassis(U.S. PUB. 2001/0041053A1), Flavin et 
al.(U.S.PAT. 6219788B1), and Reilly et al.(U.S.PAT. 5740549A). 

Claim 2: Abecassis disclose a digital content billing system using a network, comprising: 
an advertiser configured to posses an advertising information piece to be provided for 
the user(Abstract, page 1, para 0015); and 

obtain the advertising information piece from the advertiser(Abstract, page 2, para 
0034-0035, page 3, para 0036), 
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receive an execution declaration of the digital content from the user(page 25, para 
0390-0391), 

download the advertising information piece, collect an advertisement rate from the 
advertiser that(Abstract ( page 2, para 0034-0035, page 3, para 0036, page 26, para 
0393-0394), 

pay an execution fee to the holder that, corresponds to the number of execution times of 
the digital content(page 3, para. 0036, page 25, para. 0382-0387, page 26, para. 0409- 
0412, page 27, para 0413-0421). 

Abecassis disclose(s) the claimed invention except the execution key to the user 
through the network; a holder configured to have digital content, which is set to become 
usable by an execution key, and holding a right to let a user use the digital content; a 
distributor configured to obtain the digital content from the holder and to distribute the 
digital content to a user; and an administrator configured to obtain the execution key 
from the holder. However, in Abstract, col. 4, lines 25-60, col. 5, lines 15-40 thereof, 
Flavin et al. disclose(s) an authentication unit and process with watchdog to monitor and 
give access permission. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the invention of Abecassis based on the teachings of Flavin et al. The motivation to 
combine these references is to validate a set of operations performed by the processing 
engine and transmitting an authenticating signal responsive to user input. 
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Abecassis and Flavin et al. disclose(s) the claimed invention except the number of 
execution times of the digital content used by the user. However, in col. 5, line 60-col. 6, 
line 10, thereof, Reilly et al. disclose the number of times the new item which is digital 
content is accessed by the user. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the invention of Abecassis and Flavin et al. based on the teachings of Reilly et al. 
The motivation to combine these references is to ensure accurate pay-per-use pricing 
transactions. 

Claim 3: Abecassis and Flavin et al. disclose(s) the claimed invention except the 
advertising information piece downloaded to the user is displayed simultaneously with 
the digital content. However, in Fig. 6, col. 4, line 65-col. 5, line 10, col. 8, lines 45-67, 
col. 11, lines 30-40, claim 2 thereof, Reilly et al. disclose advertising that is downloaded 
and displayed with the digital content. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the invention of Abecassis and Flavin et al. based on the teachings of Reilly 
et al. The motivation to combine these references is to effectively and efficiently display 
the content and advertisement together to save user time. 

Claim 5: Abecassis discloses the distributor notifies the holder of the number of 
download times of the digital content downloaded to the user, and the holder pays to the 
distributor a download charge, that corresponds to the number of download times of the 
digital content(page 25, para 0388). 
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Claim 6: Abecassis discloses when the administrator receives the execution declaration 
from the user the administrator downloads to the user a plurality of advertising 
information pieces which permits the user to use the digital content a prescribed number 
of times(page 3, para. 0036, page 25, para. 0382-0388, page 26, para. 0409-0412, 
page 27, para 0413-0421). 

Claims 7 and 8: Abecassis and Reilly et al. when the execution key is not currently 
downloaded to the user from the administrator because of an abnormal state even 
though a prescribed time has passed after the user sent the execution declaration of the 
digital content the user uses the digital content by using an execution key downloaded 
from the administrator in the past while seeing an advertising information piece 
downloaded from the administrator in the past; And after the abnormal state has passed 
the user notifies the administrator that the user used uses the digital content by using 
the execution key downloaded from the administrator in the past. 

However, in Abstract, col. 3, lines 35-col. 4, lines 60, col. 5, lines 15-40 thereof, Flavin 
et al. disclose(s) an authentication unit and process with watchdog to monitor and give 
access permission based on normal or abnormal states. It would be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention of Abecassis and Reilly et al. based on the 
teachings of Flavin et al. The motivation to combine these references is to validate a set 
of operations performed by the processing engine and transmitting an authenticating 
signal responsive to user input and normal or abnormal states. 
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Claim 9: Abecassis disclose the advertising information piece downloaded from the 
administrator to the user corresponds to content of the digital content(page 2, para 
0034-0035). 

Claim 10: Abecassis disclose when the administrator receives the execution declaration 
of the digital content from the user the administrator requires the user to select a 
genre of the advertising information piece to be downloaded to the user and the 
advertising information of the selected genre, is downloaded to the user(page 2, para 
0022-0035, page 3, para. 0036, page 25, para. 0382-0388, page 26, para. 0409-0412, 
page 27, para 0413-0421 ). 

Claim 1 1 : Abecassis disclose wherein when the administrator receives the execution of 
declaration of the digital content from the user the administrator downloads to the user 
the advertising information piece, that corresponds to content of another digital content 
used by the user in the past(page 2, para 0022-0035,page 3, para. 0036, page 25, para. 
0382-0388, page 26, para. 0409-0412, page 27, para 0413-0421). 

Claim 12: Abecassis disclose the administrator collects the advertisement rate from the 
advertiser that is determined according to a matching point between content of the 
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digital content related to the execution declaration of the user and content of the 
advertising information piece downloaded from the administrator to the user( Abstract, 
page 2, para 0034-0035, page 3, para 0036, page 26, para 0393-0394). 

Claim 13: Abecassis disclose the administrator guarantees the advertiser a minimum 
number of downloading times the advertising information piece is downloaded 
to the user or a minimum ratio of the number of downloading times the advertising 
information piece is downloaded to the user to the number of downloading times 
of all advertising information pieces downloaded to the user(page 3, para. 0036, page 
25, para. 0382-0388, page 26, para. 0409-0412, page 27, para 0413-0421). 

Re Claims 17 and 19: Abecassis disclose an advertiser configured to possess an 
advertising information piece to be provided for a user(Abstract, page 1, para 0015); 
a holder configured to receive the advertising information piece from the 
advertiser(Abstract, page 2, para 0034-0035, page 3, para 0036), having digital content, 
a distributor configured to obtain from the holder the digital content that includes the 
advertising information piece, and to distribute the digital content with the advertising 
information piece to the user(Abstract, page 2, para 0034-0035, page 3, para 0036, 
page 26, para 0393-0394); 

receive an execution declaration of the digital content from the user(page 25, para 
0390-0391), 
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the holder collects an advertisement rate from the advertiser thatcorresponds to the 
number of execution times of the digital content used by the user(Abstract, page 2, para 
0034-0035, page 3, para 0036, page 26, para 0393-0394). 

Abecassis disclose(s) the claimed invention except the and an administrator configured 
to obtain the execution key from the holder, that is set to become usable by an 
execution key, and to hold a right to let a user use the digital content, download the 
execution key to the user through the network; of the execution key downloaded from 
the administrator to the user. However, in Abstract, col. 4, lines 25-60, col. 5, lines 15- 
40 thereof, Flavin etal. disclose(s) an authentication unit and process with watchdog to 
monitor and give access permission. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the invention of Abecassis based on the teachings of Flavin et al. The 
motivation to combine these references is to validate a set of operations performed by the 
processing engine and transmitting an authenticating signal responsive to user input. 

Abecassis and Flavin et al. disclose(s) the claimed invention and notify the advertiser of 
the number of execution times of the digital content used by the user; and the holder 
pays a download charge to the administrator, that corresponds to the number of 
download times. However, in col. 5, line 60-col. 6, line 10, Fig. 6, col. 4, line 65-col. 5, 
line 10, col. 8, lines 45-67, col. 11, lines 30-40, claim 2 thereof, Reilly et al. disclose the 
number of times the new item which is digital content is accessed by the user, and 
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advertising that is downloaded and displayed with the digital content. It would be 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention of Abecassis and Flavin 
et al. based on the teachings of Reilly et al. The motivation to combine these references 
is to ensure accurate pay-per-use pricing transactions, and to effectively and efficiently 
display the content and advertisement together to save user time. 

Claim 18: Abecassis discloses the distributor notifies the holder of the number of 
download times of the digital content downloaded to the user, and the holder pays a 
download charge to the distributor that, corresponds to the number of download times of 
the digital content(page 25, para 0388). 

5. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Abecassis, Flavin et al. and Reilly et al. as applied to claim 2 above, and further in view 
of Schlarb et al.(U.S.PAT. 6671879B1). 

Abecassis, Flavin et al. and Reilly et al. disclose(s) the claimed invention except the 
advertising information piece downloaded to the user is displayed in a 
time period between time periods in which the digital content is displayed. However, in 
col. 2, lines 5-25 thereof, Schlarb et al. disclose showing the advertisement either 
before or after the digital content. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the invention of Abecassis, Flavin et al. and Reilly et al. based on the teachings of 
Schlarb et al. The motivation to combine these references is to effectively and efficiently 



Application/Control Number: 09/729,866 
Art Unit: 3628 



Page 10 



display the advertisement between advertising windows in a way that does not cause 
subscriber confusion. 

6. Claims 14, 15 and 16 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Abecassis, Flavin et al. and Reilly et al. as applied to claim 2 above, and further in 
view of Wilkins(U.S.PAT. 544691 9A). 

Abecassis, Flavin et al. and Reilly et al. disclose(s) the claimed invention except the 
administrator requires the user to select a residential district of the user, and the 
administrator downloads to the user the digital content that, closely relates to the 
residential district of the user, and a nationwide digital content to the user; which is 
obtained from a network operator managing the network. However, in Abstract, Col. 3, 
line 45-col. 4« line 41, Cols. 5,6,Col. 8, line 60-col. 10, line 10, thereof Wilkins disclose 
regionalized and national digital content and advertising via a network manager. It would 
be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the invention of Abecassis, Flavin et 
al. and Reilly et al. based on the teachings of Wilkins. The motivation to combine these 
references is to effectively and efficiently target a specific digital content and advertising 
to better use available advertising funds to reach those who want to receive certain ads 
and media. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Debra F. Charles whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4718. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5 Monday thru Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on (703) 308-0505. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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